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The Centre for Sport and Human Rights
("the Centre") is a human rights
organisation for the world of sport.

Launched in June 2018, the Centre is
the outcome of many years of work
by organisations now represented in
its Advisory Council, and a three-year
process of collective action through
the network that led to the Centre's
formation, the Mega Sporting Events
Platform for Human Rights (MSE
Platform). The Centre became a fully
independent non-profit organisation,
based in Geneva in July 2021.

THE GENTRE FOR SPORT AND HUMAN RIGHTS

The Centre's work is rooted in engaging sports bodies
(including major event owners, international federations,
professional sport organisations and others) and major
event organisers in implementing responsibilities as set
out in relevant international standards including the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and the
Sporting Chance Principles.

The MSE Platform first convened in January 2016, with
the Institute for Human Rights and Business (IHRB)
serving as secretariat, and over the next two and a

half years demonstrated the value of collective action
through a range of concrete activities including producing
an evidence base of research, tools, and convenings

for stakeholders in local and global forums to share
knowledge, assess progress, and identify challenges.

Our mission is to advance a world of sport that fully
respects and promotes human rights by generating
awareness, building capacity and creating lasting value
through the responsible delivery of day-to-day sport and
sporting events.

We pursue our mission by promoting and seeking the
implementation of the Sporting Chance Principles,
engaging those affected and strengthening accountability
through collective action in the in seeking to realise a world
of responsible sport.

ABOUT THIS READING LIST

As part of the Centre's educational work, it publishes an
annual ‘Sport & Human Rights Reading List', which contains
references and links to carefully selected publications
relevant to the broader field of sport and human rights.

For this first version of the list, we have expanded beyond
2021 to include what we at the Centre consider key readings
on sport and human rights since the Centre's inception in
2018 alongside more recent publications. The readings are
structured first chronologically, starting with the most recent,
and then alphabetically according to the title.

This list only presents a snapshot of the relevant literature
available on sport and human rights. More material can be
found in our online library. For future reading lists, we plan
to consult with our academic network and are happy to
consider suggestions.

For suggestions and questions on this list, please email
daniela.heerdt@sporthumanrights.org.



https://www.sporthumanrights.org/library/
https://www.sporthumanrights.org/
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GENTRE
PUBLIGATIONS

5 Sport and Human Rights Issues to Look Out For in 2021, available at https://www.sporthumanrights.
org/library/5-sport-and-human-rights-issues-to-look-out-for-in-2021/

"Games Time: Planning and Acting to Respect Human Rights in Mega-Sporting Events”, 2020, available
at https://www.sporthumanrights.org/library/games-time-planning-and-acting-to-respect-human-

rih’rs—in—mea—sor’rin—even’rs/

"Why the World needs Athlete Activists”, by Mary Harvey, 2020, available at https:/www.
sporthumanrights.org/library/why-the-world-needs-athlete-activists/

"Championing Human Rights in the Governance of Sports Bodies", 2018, available at https://www.ihrb.
org/uploads/reports/Championing_Human_Rights_in_the_Governance_of Sports_Bodies%2C_MSE

Platform.pdf

"Sport, Broadcasting and Human Rights - Guiding Questions”, 2018, available at https://www.
sporthumanrights.org/library/sport-broadcasting-and-human-rights-guiding-questions/

Sporting Chance Principles, 2018, available at https://www.sporthumanrights.org/about-

"Sport, Sponsorship and Human Rights - Guiding Questions”, 2018, available at https:/www.
sporthumanrights.org/library/sport-sponsorship-and-human-rights-guiding-questions/

"The Mega-Sporting Event Lifecycle: Embedding Human Rights from Vision to Legacy”, 2018, available
at https://www.sporthumanrights.org/media/cfnfknl4/the_mse_lifecycle - _embedding _human_rights

from_vision_to_legacy.pdf
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"Beyond the Gender Binary: A fist steps guide toward transgender and non-binary inclusion in sport
for development”, Laureus Sport For Good, 2021, available at https://laureusuk.blob.core.windows.net/
laureus/laureus/media/laureus/pdf%20folder/Isfg-transinclusionguide-aw-digital-singles.pdf

"IOC Framework on Fairness, Inclusion and Non-discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity and Sex
Variations” 10OC, 2021, available at https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/News/2021/11/10C-
Framework-Fairness-Inclusion-Non-discrimination-2021.pdf

"Olympic Agenda 2020+5 - 15 Recommendations’, IOC, 2021, available at https:/stillmed.olympics.com/
media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/IOC/What-We-Do/Olympic-agenda/Olympic-Agenda-

2020-5-15-recommendations.pdf

Olympic Charter 2021, available at https://olympics.com/ioc/olympic-charter

"Rule 50.2 Guidelines - Olympic Winter Games Beijing 2022" 10C, 2021, available at https://olympics.com/
athlete365/app/uploads/2021/11/Rule-50.2-Guidelines-Olympic-Winter-Games-Beijing-2022-Nov-2021.

pdf

FIFA  Statutes 2020, available at hittps://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/4b2bac/74655c7c13/original/
viz2gmybsx0pd24grhrx-pdf.pdf

“Intersection of race and gender discrimination in sport”, A/HRC/44/26, Report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and reports of the Office of the High Commissioner and the Secretary-

General, 2020, available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session44/
Documents/A_HRC 44 26 AEV.docx
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"Blurred Lines of Responsibility and Accountability: Human Rights Abuses at Mega-Sporting Events®, by
Daniela Heerdt, 2021, Intersentia

"Athletes’ Human Rights and the Fight Against Doping: A Study of the European Legal Framework", 2020,
Bart van der Sloot, Mara Paun, Ronald Leenes, Asser Press

"HUMAN RIGHTS - a handbook for sport’, Swedish Sport Federation, 2020, available at https://www.
rf.se/contentassets/c0cdb18f3b5844efb987%9e71f43a832e/handbook-human-rights.pdf

"The Ideals of Global Sport - From Peace to Human Rights”, edited by Barbara J. Keys, 2019, University of
Pennsylvania Press

"The Court of Arbitration for Sport and Its Jurisprudence - An Empirical Inquiry into Lex Sportiva®, Johan
Lindholm, 2019, Asser Press
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"Census of Athlete Rights Experiences Report”, World Players Association, 2021, available at https:/files.
cargocollective.com/c520687/World-Players_ CARE-Report-2021-.pdf

"Reality Check 2021: Ayearto the 2022 World Cup - The state of Migrant Worker's Rights in Qatar’, AMnesty
International, 2021, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde22/4966/2021/en/

"Running as equals - The elite athletes fighting for acceptance’, by lvy Nyayieka, Christina Macfarlane
and Jo Shelley, CNN, 2021, available at https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2021/07/sport/athletics-
testosterone-rules-negesa-imali-running-as-equals-dsd-spt-intl-cmd/

"Sport and Human Rights”, Court of Arbitration for Sport, 2021, available at https://www.tas-cas.org/
fileadmin/user_upload/Human_Rights_in_sport__CAS_report_updated_31_03_2021_.pdf

"Workshop Large Sporting Events: Human Rights as a Game Changer?”, European Parliament, 2021,
available at https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EXPO_STU(2021)653642

"l was hit so many times | can't count” Abuse of Child Athletes in Japan, Human Rights Watch, 2020,
available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/07/20/i-was-hit-so-many-times-i-cant-count/abuse-

child-athletes-japan

"Recommendations for an IOC Human Rights Strategy”, Independent Expert Report by Prince Zeid Ra'ad
Al Hussein and Rachel Davis, 2020, available at https:/stillmedab.olympic.org/media/Document%20

Library/OlympicOrg/News/2020/12/Independent_Expert_Report_|IOC_HumanRights.pdf

"Independent Report Human rights in Canada, Mexico and the USA in the context of a potential FIFA
2026 World Cup competition”, Ergon, 2018, available at https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/29dc920490caddal4/

original/ywklipdfwenjx8kwfunij-pdf.pdf
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AGADEMIG ARTIGLES
& WORKING PAPERS

"Gaps in the protection of athletes gender rights in sport—a regulatory riddle", Patel, S., 2021, Int Sports
Law J, available at https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40318-021-00182-2

"Health and social needs of migrant construction workers for big sporting events” Onarheim K H, Phua
K H, Babar Z R, Flouris A D, Hargreaves S., in BMJ, 2021; 374, available at https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.

ov/34353809/

"FIFA and Human Rights”, Tilourg Law Review Special Issue, 2020, available at https:/tilburglawreview.
com/14/volume/25/issue/1/

"Human Rights Defender, Special Issue: The Human Rights of Athletes”, 2020, Volume 29, Issue 2, Australian
Human Rights Institute, available at https://issuu.com/humanrightsdefender/docs/volume_29_issue_ 2

"Symposium: Football Feminism - Global Governance Perspectives”, NYU School of Law, 2020, available
at https://jeanmonnetprogram.org/papers/paper-serie/2020/

"Revitalising a phantom regime: the adjudication of human rights complaints in sport”, West, d., 2019, Int
Sports Law J 19, 2-17, available at https:/link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40318-019-00147-6

"Embedding the human rights of players in world sport’, Schwab, B., 2018, Int Sports Law J 17, 214-232,
available at https:/link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40318-018-0128-9

"Mega-Sporting Events and Human Rights—A Time for More Teamwork?", Amis, L., 2018, Business and

Human Rights Journal, 2(1), 135-141, available at https://www.proquest.com/openview/e?201d1c0aa/4fd6
c1201c/7294d187872/1?pqg-origsite=gscholar&cbl=4930815
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BLOGS
& OTHER RESOURGES

"A Reflection on Recent Human Rights Efforts of National Football Associations”, by Daniela Heerdt, 2021,
on Asser International Sports Law Blog, available at https://www.asser.nl/SportsLaw/Blog/?tag=/UNGPs

"FIFAand Human Rights”, blog symposium, 2021, on Verfassungsblog, available at https://verfassungsblog.
de/category/debates/fifa-and-human-rights-debates/

"'Sport Sex' before the European Court of Human Rights”, by Michele Krech on Vélkerrechtsblog, 2021,
available at https://voelkerrechtsblog.org/sport-sex-before-the-european-court-of-human-rights/

"Rule 50 of the Olympic Charter—Protesting Racial Inequality”, by Dhananjay Dhonchak, 2020, on Opinio
Juris, available at https://opiniojuris.org/2020/09/04/rule-50-of-the-olympic-charter-protesting-racial-

inequality/

"Outsport Toolkit: Supporting Sport Educators in Creating and Maintaining an Inclusive Sport Community
basedon Diversity of Genderldentitiesand Sexual Orientations”, Laszlo Foldi, 2019, available at https:/www.
out-sport.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/OQUTSPORT-TOOLKIT-EDUCATION-THROUGH-SPORT. pdf
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